Good afternoon Family members, The weekly Family Readiness Blast for week ending 18 July 2008. 

DOD APPROVES NEW SOCIAL NETWORKING WEB SITE: 

A new social networking Web site has been approved by Pentagon officials to help service members and their families and friends stay in touch.

Families can get their own sites for free, and keep them as long as the sponsor is on active duty.  The nonprofit network, Websites for Heroes, is funded by donations from individuals and corporations.

The network is secure, password-protected and requires little bandwidth.  Last year, when officials blocked access to some popular social networking sites like MySpace and YouTube on Defense Department computers, they cited the need to guarantee bandwidth availability for mission-critical functions.

Family members who qualify for the free sites include parents and siblings of single troops, as well as spouses, kids and other relatives of married members.

After verifying a service member’s information, the Web site sends out user names and passwords, said Terry Gniffke, chief executive officer of Caliber Media Group and co-founder of the new network.

About 1,300 military families have signed up so far, he said. 

Each Web site offers two hours of streaming video, unlimited photo albums, interactive calendars and message boards, kids’ pages, family directories and family history sections.

This is a potential homerun for Marines and families, especially if they're deployed.  Basically, it's a DOD approved MySpace-style site.  http://www.websitesforheroes.com/index.php <http://www.websitesforheroes.com/index.php>  <http://www.websitesforheroes.com/index.php <http://www.websitesforheroes.com/index.php> >  <http://www.websitesforheroes.com/index.php <http://www.websitesforheroes.com/index.php>  <http://www.websitesforheroes.com/index.php <http://www.websitesforheroes.com/index.php> > > 

        The service member signs up, is verified and member and designated family receive an account and password.  According to the article, "The network is secure, password-protected and requires little bandwidth."  Bandwidth and security were primary concerns when My Space and YouTube were originally  blocked from DoD-computer access.

        In addition, "Each Web site offers two hours of streaming video, unlimited photo albums, interactive calendars and message boards, kids’ pages, family directories and family history sections."

        The above link is the program's homepage and covers the who/what/when/where/how.  The below link is to the request page for those interested in signing up for a site https://www.websitesforheroes.com/request.php <https://www.websitesforheroes.com/request.php>  <https://www.websitesforheroes.com/request.php <https://www.websitesforheroes.com/request.php> >  <https://www.websitesforheroes.com/request.php <https://www.websitesforheroes.com/request.php>  <https://www.websitesforheroes.com/request.php <https://www.websitesforheroes.com/request.php> > > .  

WYLDLIFE CAMP PENDLETON PRESENTS: BONFIRE AT THE PIER 

THURSDAY, 7 AUGUST 2008, 1830-2000 THIS EVENT IS FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS (GRADES 6-8) 

MEET AT THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE OCEANSIDE PIER ON THE BEACH! 

WYLDLIFE CLUB IS A FUN NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL CLUB ON BASE.  

IN THE FALL, WHEN SCHOOL STARTS THE WYLD LIFE CLUB WILL MEET WEEKLY ON THURSDAYS FROM 1900-2030 AT THE SOCIAL HALL IN THE SOUTH MESA CHAPEL.

THE POC IS CHAPLAIN DICONTI AT 760.725.2929. 

CAMP PENDLETON CHAPEL COMMUNITY PRESENTS: FREE POWERZONE SPORTS CAMP 

AN EXCITING PROGRAM DESIGNED TO CARE FOR YOUR MILITARY CHILDREN WITH FUN, CRAFTS, AND WHOLESOME ENCOURAGEMENT FROM OUR DEDICATED STAFF.

DATE: 5-9 AUG 2008 

TIME: 0900-1200 

LOCATION: BLINDER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, BLDG #202863, SOUTH MESA 

(NEXT TO BROWN DEVELOPMENT CENTER) 

THE CAMP IS FOR CHILDREN ENTERING 1ST THROUGH 6TH GRADE.  

150 CHILDREN CAPACITY!  REGISTER EARLY TO GUARANTEE YOUR CHILD A SEAT! 

RESERVE YOUR CHILD A SPOT OR VOLUNTEER TO HELP BY CONTACTING THE CHAPEL BETWEEN 0800-1300 @ (760) 725-2929. 

SPACE IS LIMITED, SO REGISTER EARLY. 

YOU MAY PRINT THE FORM BELOW THE DOTTED LINE, FILL IT OUT, AND DROP OFF AT THE BLINDER MEMORIAL CHAPEL (BLDG #202863) OR FAX THE FORM TO 725-2170.  YOU MAY ALSO STOP BY THE CHAPEL AND FILL OUT THE FORM THERE.

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

Camp Pendleton Chapel Community presents PowerZone Sports Camp VBS 

Blinder Memorial Chapel (South Mesa Chapel) 

5-9 August 2008 

0900-1200 daily 

Closing Program 1100 Saturday 

Full Name: __________________________________________ 

T-Shirt Youth Size:  Small    Med    Lg    (Circle One) 

Name He/She Goes By: ______________________________ 

Birth date: _____________ Grade Entering This Fall: _____ 

Street Address: _______________________________ 

Housing Area: _________________________________ 

Home Phone: ________________________ Email: _________________________________ 

Mother’s Name: _____________________ Father’s Name: _________________________ 

Mother’s Work #: ___________________ Father’s Work #: ________________________ 

Mother’s Cell #: ___________________ Father’s Cell #: ________________________ 

Emergency Name: ____________________ Emergency Contact #: ____________________ 

Allergies & or Medical instructions: _________________________________________ 

PARENTAL RELEASE FORM I certify that (child’s name) __________________________ has my permission to participate in PowerZone Sports Camp VBS, which includes but is not limited to walking across the street to the sports field.  My child is in good health and physical condition and is adequately equipped to participate in this camp.  I authorize the director of  PowerZone Sports Camp VBS to act for me according to their best judgment in any emergency requiring medical attention, including providing or arranging for first aid, medical attention by a physician or other medical personnel, or hospitalization, at the expense of the parent. I RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS BLINDER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, ITS OFFICERS, VOLUNTEER, MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES FROM ALL LIABILITY FOR INJURY SUSTAINED AND/OR DAMAGE TO OR LOSS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY ARISING DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY WHILE ENROLLED IN THIS CAMP, INCLUDING LIABILITY CAUSED IN WHOLE OR IN PART BY THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE SAME.  

My child will walk to and from VBS.  Yes    No (Circle One)     

I or _____________________ will drop off/pick up my child up each day. 

       (Name of Driver) 

I am willing to transport ____ additional children to and from the _____________ housing area. 

I would like to be contacted regarding volunteer opportunities during VBS.  Yes    No (Circle One) 

There will be ____ of us staying for lunch all week OR (CIRCLE DAYS)  TUES  WEDS  THURS  FRI. 

I certify I have read and understand this release, and agree to be legally bound by its terms. 

________________________________ 

 Parent Signature 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

(KEEP THIS PART AS REMINDER) 

DATE: August 5th – 9th 

TIME: 9 AM – 12:00 PM 

LOCATION: Blinder Memorial Chapel (South Mesa) BLDG 202863  

Navy Marine Corps Relief Society: Needs volunteers to assist Casework and Reception. 

This is an Outstanding Volunteer opportunity for spouses or family members. 

Those interested in volunteering for Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society can call 

our Camp Pendleton office at 760.725-5337.  We are open from 0800 to 1600 Monday through 

Friday, except Thursday when we close at 1430.  Those calling after hours can 

leave a message.  They can also contact us by e-mailing me at 

mike.hire@nmcrs.org. 

Thank you again for all your support. 

Very Respectfully, 

Mike Hire 

Director 

Camp Pendleton Office 

Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society 

760.725.5337 

Mr. Wayne R. Bell 

I MEF MHG 

Family Readiness Officer 

Office:  (760) 763-2739 

Cell:     (760) 464-9103 

