The following symbols may be observed as tattoos, or may be observed on t-shirts, posters, and flags.  These symbols are a good indicator that individuals may be involved in extremist activities, or racist culture.  In some cases, when seen as tattoos, these symbols could indicate that the individual has served time in jail, or has performed violent acts.
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White Supremacist groups consider these dates and events important dates on the Racist Calendar:
· January 16th – Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday.  Also the birth date of Robert J. Mathews, leader of The Order, a White Supremacist group dedicated to the overthrow of the US government during the mid 1980’s.

· April 19th – Known as Waco Day, when the FBI forcibly ended the Branch Davidian standoff.  Also the anniversary of the Oklahoma City bombing.

· April 20th – Adolph Hitler’s birthday

· June 30th – “Night of the Long Knives” when Hitler consolidated power by murdering rivals within his own party in 1934.

· August 17th – Death of Rudolf Hess, Hitler’s Deputy Fuhrer who was the longest imprisoned Nazi criminal convicted at the International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg in 1946.

· November 9th and 10th – Anniversary of Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass), when Nazi Germany ordered gangs to burn down hundreds of synagogues, destroy property, and attack Jewish citizens.

· November 25th – members of The Order signed a “Declaration of War” against the government of the United States in 1984.

· December 8th – Known as Martyr’s Day.  Anniversary of the death of Robert Mathews, leader of The Order.

· February – Black History Month

· June – Gay and Lesbian Pride Month

· Hammerfest – An annual Skinhead concert that draws participants from Australia, Canada, Europe, New Zealand, and South America.

· Labour Day Weekend – Skinhead concerts and the Stone Mountain Klan gathering in Georgia.

· Memorial Day Weekend – Large Skinhead gatherings and concerts

· NordicFest – An annual gathering aimed at Skinheads, and convened by the Imperial Klans of America based in Powderly, KY.

Life Rune – Often used by women in the movement.  Means “Giver of Life”.





Celtic  Cross – Used by both the Ku Klux Klan and Skinheads.  Often found on the elbow or shoulder.





Death Rune – Often used by men in the movement, means “Taker of Life”.





Warrior Rune – Show’s a commitment to the “Armed Struggle”.





Sun Rune – Worn by skinheads, it also symbolizes time served in jail.





Elbow Web – Symbol used by all racists to indicate time served in jail.





Swastika – Used by racists to provoke fights, and to instil fear.  Symbolizes loyalty to the movement.





SS Bolts – This Tattoo is ‘earned’ for an act of violence – specifically a stabbing that does not end in death.





SA – Symbol used by the Nazi Brown Shirt Stormtroopers.  Worn by those loyal to Nationalism Socialism.





Iron Cross – Used by many racist and fascist groups to show one’s belief in National Socialism.





Iron Eagle – Commonly worn by racists.  Worn by the Peckerwood gang to indicate involvement in racial altercations.





Blood Drop – Used by the KKK, it is also a popular tattoo used by other racists.





Hammerskin Logo – Shows affiliation with the racist group Hammerskins.





Death’s Head – Often given to loyal members of a racist ‘unit’.





Aryan Nations – Used to show one’s loyalty to the group Christian Identity.





American Front – Shows affiliation with the Skinhead organization.





Odin Rune – Denotes one’s faith in Odinism, which is not strictly a racist religion.





WAR – Shows an affiliation to White Aryan Resistance, the white-based separatist group.





Three Sevens – Skinheads used in the US use this symbol to show solidarity with racists in South Africa.





Confederate Battle Flag – Used during the US Civil War, now seen as a powerful symbol for racists.  





SS Soldier – A symbol used to signify one’s willingness to be a soldier in a racial struggle.





Shamrock – A tattoo ‘earned’ for committing murder.  Leafs may be black, or may have 6’s on them.





Aryan Fist – Symbol for White Power.  The “A” in the centre of the fist is equated with the word “Aryan”.





88 – Skinheads often use a numbering system for certain words.  88 would therefore be HH, for Heil Hitler.





World Church of the Creator – Worn to show affiliation with this White Supremacist organization.





Crucified Skinhead – Both racist and non-racist Skinheads use this tattoo to symbolize the crucifixion of the working class.





Peckerwood – Displaying this tattoo indicates 100% commitment to this group’s ideology.





NLR – Given once one has committed a violent act, and has shown allegiance to the group.





Straight Edge – A tattoo worn to show one’s affiliation with this movement.





44 – A tattoo worn to show one’s affiliation with the Skinhead organization the Nazi Low Riders.








