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15th MEU’s mettle to be tested before deployment

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. – The 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), I Marine Expeditionary Force, will conduct a certification exercise (CERTEX) from 8-21 April at training locations throughout California and Arizona. 

The CERTEX will evaluate the MEU’s ability to provide a flexible sea-based Marine Air Ground Task Force capable of conducting amphibious operations, crisis response and limited contingency operations. 

Training is scheduled to occur in San Pedro, Calif. 10-12 April, Barstow, Calif. 12-14 April, Yavapai County, Ariz., 14-16 April, Blythe, Calif. 14-16 April, Prescott, Ariz. 14-16 April, and offshore of California, 9-17 April. Military aircraft and an increase in noise may be noticed around these areas. No live-fire training will take place near any of these populated areas.

CERTEX provides the 15th MEU the opportunity to conduct training in unfamiliar environments during the final phase of their pre-deployment program. During the evaluation, the 15th MEU will be required to conduct a series of challenging and realistic training events to test their ability to conduct conventional and specialized missions.

The 15th MEU is comprised of approximately 2,500 Marines and sailors from the southern California region. Built around an infantry battalion with air and combat service support, the 15th MEU provides a force that can quickly respond to a variety of contingencies and military operations all while continuing to strengthen international relationships though joint security and stability training. 

For more information on the 15th MEU, please contact Capt. Brian Block at brian.block@essex.usmc.mil.

For more information on CERTEX, please contact the I MEF Public Affairs Media Desk via e-mail at: imefpublicaffairs@usmc.mil or via phone at: (760) 763-7047.
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