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15th Marine Expeditionary Force returns from deployment

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. – Marines from 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), I Marine Expeditionary Force, are scheduled to return to Camp Pendleton on Sunday, Dec. 13, and Monday, Dec. 14, from a seven-month deployment to the Western Pacific and Central Command areas of responsibility.

The 15th MEU is a forward deployed, flexible, sea-based Marine Air-Ground Task Force capable of conducting amphibious operations, crisis response, and limited contingency operations, in order to support the theater requirements of geographic combatant commanders. 

While deployed, the MEU participated in more than 15 different theatre security cooperation (TSC) and bi-lateral exercises. These included combined arms and desert survival training with French forces in Djibouti, the Malaysia-US Amphibious Exercise, Combined Afloat Readiness and Training in Brunei, and more than a dozen subject matter expert exchanges with partner nations throughout the Middle East. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]While executing sustainment training in Kuwait, the MEU was also conducting flights in support of Operation Inherent Resolve.  The MEU’s aviation combat element flew 76 sorties and 500 combat flight hours that resulted in 36 strikes against Da’esh positions, equipment, and personnel.  

The MEU will officially de-composite on January 15, 2016, and will re-composite towards the end of 2016 to prepare for future deployments. 
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Coordinating Instructions:

Media interested in attending must RSVP no later than 1:00 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 12, via e-mail to imefpublicaffairs@usmc.mil or via phone at (760) 763-7047 or (760) 846-0356.  Please provide your full name, affiliation, and contact information in the RSVP.   Members of the media will receive follow-on instructions regarding where to meet public affairs representatives to be escorted to the homecoming.	
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