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EXERCISE IRON FIST CULMINATES WITH AMPHIBIOUS LANDING
US Navy/Marine Corps Team trains with Japanese Soldiers 

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. – After a month of bilateral training at Exercise Iron Fist, U.S. Marines, sailors, and Japanese soldiers conclude with a scenario based, battalion-sized amphibious landing exercise, or PHIBLEX, from the USS Somerset (LPD 25) to the beaches of Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton on Feb. 26 at 10 a.m.

More than a dozen Amphibious Assault Vehicles will transport Japanese soldiers from the Western Army Infantry Regiment, Japan Ground Self-Defense Force, and Marines from 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit, I Marine Expeditionary Force, from ship-to-shore. The two waves of AAVs will secure Red Beach and allow follow-on forces to transport additional troops and supplies from the Somerset to shore via Landing Craft Air Cushion.

Additionally, Japanese soldiers will gain some flight time in an MV-22 Osprey as it conducts troop transports in conjunction with the amphibious landing.

This final training event began Feb. 24, with the insertion of reconnaissance and intelligence teams to provide surveillance operations on the enemy and terrain, and secure inland areas for artillery positions. PHBILEX will last through Feb. 28.   
 
Media is invited to view the amphibious landing at Red Beach, MCB Camp Pendleton Friday, Feb. 26, and will have the opportunity to speak with Maj. Gen. Shinichi Aoki, Deputy Chief of Staff (Operations), Western Army, JGSDF, and Brig. Gen. David Coffman, I MEF Deputy Commanding General about PHIBLEX and Exercise Iron Fist.

[bookmark: _GoBack]RSVP to Maj. Craig Thomas, 11th MEU Public Affairs, at craig.thomas@usmc.mil or 760-846-6592. Media interested in attending should meet at the Camp Pendleton Las Pulgas Gate (Highway I-5 / Exit 62 - Las Pulgas Road) at 8:40 a.m. 

Media covering the event are advised to drive a 4x4 vehicle, bring water, sunscreen, and wear appropriate attire. Recommend wearing jeans, sturdy trousers, or other clothes suitable for hiking, and appropriate shoes or boots. 
 
To receive the latest news, photos and videos about Exercise Iron Fist 2016, please visit:
www.dvidshub.net/feature/ironFist. 

Follow Exercise Iron Fist on these social media platforms:
www.facebook.com/11thMEU
www.twitter.com/11thMEU
www.flickr/people/11thMEU

Exercise Iron Fist is an annual, bilateral amphibious training exercise, held in Southern California, between the U.S. Marine Corps and the Japan Ground Self Defense Force. The exercise is designed to improve USMC and JGSDF’s ability to plan, communicate and conduct combined amphibious operations at the platoon, company, and battalion levels.
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