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CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. – Colonel Roberta L. Shea, a communications officer, will assume command of the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force Headquarters Group during a ceremony aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton on Thursday, June 25 at 10 a.m.  Shea will assume command from Col. James H. Herrera, who served as the commander since 21 May 2013. 

I MHG is comprised of more than 4,000 Marines and sailors of the I MEF Command Element, 1st Law Enforcement Battalion, 1st Air and Naval Gunfire Liaison Company and Headquarters Company.

Shea’s previous assignment was as the Deputy Commandant of Midshipmen, U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, MD. She enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1985, serving as a ground support equipment mechanic, and commissioned from the U.S. Naval Academy in January 1991. 

Herrera oversaw a plethora of notable operational events throughout his time at I MHG. Some of these events include the resourcing of personnel in support of 1st Marine Expeditionary Brigade (MEB)-Afghanistan rotations 13.2, 14.1 and 14.2; Georgian Deployment Program rotations in 2013, 2014 and 2015; Operation Inherent Resolve and Atlantic Resolve deployments; resourcing the 11th, 13th, and 15th Marine Expeditionary Units (MEU) enabler capability; and support to the Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force-Crisis Response-Central Command (SPMAGTF-CR-CC) 15.1, 15.2 and 16.1 rotations. 

Herrera has been chosen to serve as the Inspector General for I MEF.
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Coordinating Instructions:

Media interested in covering the event must RSVP no later than 4 p.m. Wednesday, June 24, via e-mail at: imefpublicaffairs@usmc.mil or savannah.frank@usmc.mil or via phone at: (760) 763-7047 or (760) 846-0356.  Please provide your name, agency, and contact information when you RSVP.  Members of the media will meet at Camp Pendleton’s San Luis Rey Gate no later than 9:15 a.m. on Thursday, June 25, where they will be met by a uniformed public affairs representative and escorted to the event site.
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